
  Message

From:  John Billingsley RE :  
To:  Hild, David A
Message Date: Aug 25 2017 11:25 AM
Subject: Friday Message

I'm going to try to get out something on Fridays that will be of general interest. I welcome any questions or
suggestions for topics. I want to keep this as informal as possible. For today: - Medical Marijuana: those who
responded to the question regarding FTS prescribing medical marijuana were pretty uniformly against it. My decision
at this time is that we will not prescribe it. Reasons include: 1) only one psych indication and there are multiple other
treatments available, 2) several providers expressed concern about FTS becoming the "go to place" for it and I agree
with that concern, and 3) there are other sources in the community if the patient wants to pursue that treatment
option. I do not feel that FTS providers should write notes recommending that treatment to doctors who choose to
prescribe medical marijuana. My belief is that if the doctor is going to prescribe for a condition that provider should be
able to diagnose the condition and be familiar with treatment options. Of course, medical records will be provided to
another provider when properly requested. - CARF: We are coming up on a CARF inspection probably in November.
In the provider handbook, there is a section on practice guidelines. Please adhere to those guidelines unless there
are clinical reasons to do otherwise and in that case please document the clinical decision making process. Another
big item is patient safety including suicide evaluation. It is important to document a complete assessment of suicide
risk whenever there is any question about it. The best practice is to use a systematic process like the SAFE-T. -
Unfortunately, this program does not allow attachments. I will have other information, such as journal articles to share
but I am still trying to figure out the best way to do that. Any suggestions are welcome. Thank you, John R. Billingsley,
M.D. Medical Director, Florida Therapy Services, Inc.
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